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1. An Introduction 

Hello 

This blog is dedicated to Colonial Knives of Providence Rhode Island. The original Colonial Knife Co 
1926 -1998. I am a long time Colonial knife collector and I also enjoy the interesting history of the 
knives and the amazing Paolantonio family behind them. I will be posting pictures of the family, the 
factory and discussing some history of the company. One of my favorite hobby's besides knife 
collecting is photography. So I will also be sharing pictures I have taken of my large Colonial knife 
collection. To me, each one is a little piece of history. I look forward to sharing them with you. 

Brian 
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2.The Beginning 

Frederick Paolantonio. Born in Frosolone,Italy. This story starts with him. Frosolone, much like 
Sheffield, England and Solingen, Germany is known for its cutlery that is a large part of the local 
industry. 

Fredrick arrived in America in 1903 already a skilled cutler. Having no trouble finding work he first lives 
in Providence R.I. working in the cutlery shop of Mr.J.M.Schmidt. After that he moved to Winsted, 
Connecticut where he worked for years at Empire Knife Company. 

In 1914 he moved to Meridian, Connecticut and began working for Miller Bros Cutlery Company as a 
foreman. After working for Miller Bros for years, he and someone he worked with at Miller Bros started 
the Meriden Knife Company to make knife skeletons to sell to the Miller Bros company. 

Later Fredrick sold his interest in the company to the other owner. In 1920 he started the P.& S.Cutlery 
Co.to manufacture knife skeletons and paring knives. After only 1 year he sells this company to Imperial 
Knife Company and went to work for them back in Providence as their assembly room foreman. 

While Fredrick Paolantonio worked in the American Cutlery industry his 2 brothers were still working 
as cutlers back in Frosolone. In 1910 Dominick Frosolone came to American and went to work at Empire 
knife Co with Fredrick. The following year Anthony Paolantonio also comes to America and goes to 
work with his brothers at Empire. 

After Fredrick decides to leave Empire and pursues his own business, Anthony and Dominick also 
decide to start their own company in 1917. They called Providence Cutlery Company. 
With World War 1 beginning, Anthony leaves the business to his brother Dominick and joins the US 
Army where he works as a blacksmith. 

Anthony comes back from the war in 1920 and starts his own successful company, the A.Paolantonio 
Cutlery Company in Providence. In 1925 Dominick sells his company and joins back up with Anthony at 
his company. In 1926 Fredrick leaves Imperial and the 3 brothers are back together again. In the loft on 
Calendar Street in Providence where the A.Paolantonio business had been,they start the Colonial Knife 
Co. 

The 3 brothers soon outgrew the loft and in 1926 they bought a big 2 story brick building. It must not 
have been long before they started running out of room again. A few years later they began construction 
of a huge factory. This factory would become the 2nd largest manufacturer of pocket knives in the 
world. 

In the picture below men are making the foundation for what will be the new Colonial Knife Co factory 
in the 1930's. You can also see the red brick building where Colonial made its first knives. Its the tall 
one in the center to the left of the construction work. They continued to substantially expand this facility 
for years to come, at times producing thousands of pocket knives every week. 
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Below is an old page from Paine's Cutlery Journal about the beginning of Colonial. I have never been 
able to find the rest of the article but the first page is pretty interesting, It shows a good picture of the 
front of the brick building where the first Colonial knives were made. It also has pictures of Fredrick, 
Dominick and Anthony. Old pictures sure can be funny. Fredrick looks proud, Dominick looks 
confident and Anthony looks like he saw a ghost ha ha. 
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8 PAINE'S CUTLERY JOURNAL 

Colonial Company Makes Quick 
Progress in Five-Year Period 

Pao1antonfo Btothc~ Learning Business in ltaly, Apply 
Latest American Methods at Pocket Knife Plant in Providence 
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Below is a picture of a knife from my collection made by Miller Bros where Fredrick worked before 
Colonial. 
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Below is a picture of a knife from my collection made by Prov Cut Co. Dominick and Anthony 
Paolantonio formed this company in Providence R.L in 1917 and it was sold in 1925. The amazing 
Robert Anthony Paolantonio(1958-2014), grandson of Fredrick, identified this knife at All About Pocket 
Knives.com as being made by his uncles between 1917 and 1920. I am lucky to have it in my collection. 
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APRIL 14, 2016APRIL 18, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

3.Good Times 

Fredrick, Dominick and Anthony created a legendary business, Big sales to hardware stores, lots of 
advertising knife orders from company's and large military contracts kept Colonial very busy, 

Colonial supplied many different knives to the US Military, A couple of the most well known ones are 
the US Navy's Mark 1 fixed blade knife and the US Navy Pilot survival knife. There were also orders for 
other special purpose military jack knives such as electricians knives and sailors knives. 

The Mark 1 was purchased from Colonial by the US Navy in huge quantities. They were issued 
throughout WWII and remained in inventory through the Vietnam War. 

Below is a picture of a US Navy Mark 1 made by Colonial. 

The US Navy pilots survival knife, nicknamed the giant jack knife by the men who used it, was a big 
folding knife with 2 blades, one of which was a saw. The US Navy discovered that in many emergency's 
such as being under attack, a ship sinking or a plane going down the men didn't have their fixed blades 
on them and they would not have them when they needed them most. 
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The US Navy ordered the pilots survival knife from Colonial to go in the C-1 Sustenance/Survival Vest. 
During this time Antonio Paolantonio served on the war production board in Washington D,C where he 
oversaw the allocation of steel to the cutlery industry, 
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Below is a picture of Antonio Paolantonio pointing at the colonial knife that was included in the C-1 
survival vest. 
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VEST TYPE EMERGENCZY KIT 

'fYPE·C 1 

The Pictures below are the Navy pilots survival knife. 
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Below is the Colonial marking from the blade of the US Navy pilots folding survival knife. 
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-------=====--
Multi-81.n<Je Knrves 

U.S. MILITARY UTILITY KNIVES 
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The Military contracts were just a part of what made Colonial knife so successful. 

During its time Colonial sold millions of knives and registered over a dozen different brands. 
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Forest Master (1934), Topper (1938), Ranger (1938), Tiny Champ, Cub Hunter, Sport Topper, Master, 
(1939) Junior Topper (1940), Snappy and Sure Snap (1948), and Fish Master (1949). They also had the 
Ambassador line which they started in 1951. Ambassador was a line of fine gentleman's knives mostly 
sold in department stores and men's clothing stores. 

Below are some old Colonial Knife advertisements. 
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PACE 82 

GLAZE-Master 
U17LITY K1VIFE 

* 
HIGH CARBON QUALITY STEEL 

HARDENED and TEMPERED 

* 
SOLID THROUGH TANG 

CONSTRUCTION 

https:/loolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com~ge/3/ 

* 
SOLID BRASS RIVET 

COMPRESSION 

TYPE 

* 

PACKED ONE (1) 

DOZ. TO A 

DISPLAY BOX 

No. P38 
Approximate Wt. Per Doz. 2¾ Lbs. 

Price Per Doz. 
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offiOID 
s Si~i'-

lOUI. DHIG 
MA 

Your New 

KITCHEN AID 
STAl l\'L ESS STEEL 

NEW MODERN CONTOUR 

DESI GNED HANDLE OF 1-1/GH IMPACT 

S'/'YREN£ IN ASSORTED COLORS. 

11TTRAC1'1VE FULL COLOR 

VISPUY CARD FOR 1 DOZ. PARING 

KNI V&S 01< I DOZ. SPREADERS. 

1ISSORTMENT NO. KA68 CONSISTS OF 

½ DOZ.. KM88 AND ½ DOZ. K.M66, 

HIGH CA RBON STAI NLESS STEEL MIRROR 

FINISHED. HOLi.OW GROUND KNIFE RUDE. 

HAND EDGED. 

THIS CARD FOR ONE DOZEN 
PARING KNIFE OR SPREADER 

-
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~ t ur 
No. KM88 PARING KNIFE 

Approximate Wt P♦r Doz. l ¼ Lba.. 

No. KM6o SPREADER 

A pproxlmato Wt. Per Dot. 1 ¼ Lbt. 

··o,,~r o,,t' Quo,lt't a/ a Ct',rtury o/ Progr«-H" 
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PAc;E 8S 

Newport Stainless 
Now Modem Contc,.11 o .. ,gn. HQ!ldle o! HIQh lm;x,ci 
s,yrene, High C.::srbctl S1:::!nten Steel, Hollow•Gro'.lr:d 
Hand Edqod 

No. KM99 
6 PIECE S'l'EtlK SET 

Approxlmole Wt Per t)nll 1/,. lb. 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 

Co!orlul Gitt Box &,ts Up To Ev~ 
Cotchlm; Dh;ploy. Illus1rotec 

f'ac1ory N'o. sh.cu1d be followed by 
one of tbG$e letters. 

I-Ivory C<,lc, Honol._ 

M-~foroon \,olor HuncD~M 

B-Bta.::k Color H=d:._ 
I 

Actual Siie 

1301154 
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"Tf-JE KNIFE WJTH THE SHARP EDGE" 

PACE 84 

SANDWICH SNACK SPREADER 
and CAP LIFTER 

STAINLESS STEEL 
....... 
URwtCB Sl!Cl snwu 
~ •• CU LlFTEll · 

v •=-••a:.,. '/ Si:. I ~-- .:,_ 

- ..... , -
- ~--~ (L.;. --

~ 
~~ - --.."I 

... 

No. KM 33 

ASSORTED COLORED SHUR-GRIP 

"TENIT.E" HANDLES . 

• 
THE PERFECT KITCHEN TOOL 

FOR ALL SPREADS WITH HANDY 

CAP LIFTER. 

• 
PACKED ONE DOZEN TO AN 

ATTRACTIVE DISPLAY, 6 ON 

FRONT. 6 ON REVERSE SIDE. 

ILLUSTRATED ABOVE. 

No. KM33 

Illustration Actual Size, 

Approximate Weight Per Dozen I ¼ lbs. 

"O,,~, A Qturru, of A Ct1ttHt)' of P,ogn.u " PRICE PER DOZEN 

"Tf-JE KNIFE W1 /TIJ TI-IE SHARP EDGE" 
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No. H69 

APPROX. WEIGHT PER DOZ. - 17 Lbs. 
lll11,1t111,-,f ._ \ tunl SiYr 

All PURPOSE OUTDOOR 

COMBINATION KNIFE 

• 

HIGH CARBON STEEL BLADES 

HARDENED ond TEMPERED 

• 

SHUR-GRIP SIMULATED 

STAG HANDLE 

WITH BOLSTERS OF LONG-WEARING 

NICKLE ALLOY 

• 

RUGGED GENUINE LEATHER SHEATH 

FOR FULL PROTECTION 

• 

PACKED IN INDIVIDUAL GIFT BOX 

'fl1 a 011< Quo,1t1 of a Cuit11')' of P,ogu~" Price Per Doz ......... . 
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NOTE THI!: FEATUR 
OFTHIS KNIFE/ 
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fOR UUDTl114i.CAIIIPlll6,ffllllll6 
ADD ,mwt SPORT USE 

·1 ♦ The 1e-1Dcln 
younqster's 
closest pcil / 

• 
.Jf11J~ YOUR~ 

a f!tledent of' 
tlti61/,,e l,ucM 
all-~hnllu. 
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OFFICIAL 

ofl'ICIAL 

l\11·111·11 
i us 
,IACK 

No.RT 101 

Approximate Weiqbl Per Dozen 2 Lbs. 

• COMBINATION BELT 

LOOP and SNAP. 

• CUTTING BLADE. 

• SCREW DRIVER and 

CAP LIFTEll. 

HIGH CARBON STEEL 

HARDENED and TEMPERED. 

Packed (I) One Dozen To An 

Attractive Display Shown Above. 
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RIN-TIN-TIN 
AND RUS 'fY 

JACK KNIFE 

WITH INTERNATIONAL 

MORSE CODE ON 

REVERSE SJDE. 

(Actual Sizo) 

1371154 
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TARGET 

® t • .:;""' -•r•to•l.o"' .,.,.. f•II•• a .... '"'""c.tl,011 '1 

@ COl.Ol'IIA\.S.-Pe, f•<lft Wo11ucl Ullvn-01111\lo _,._, "'"• con j..do-, clh!OM•• ,_ 
4¥lcl;ly lo-.11 l'l.o orl of k,llfo t\i,.wlo-t, H♦-'fft, th♦ ..,,c,1..,, co11 1'111,.on hi• 1k.ll , ,.,It 
by p,oc1lu 11t14 t:.,, Wlo"'1a9 11..t,u holpf..il ,11,.,.111• • • 

1. TH£ CltlP. l'o, _.,., , ••-«•..__,-.. hll• 
-.,. "'· ....i ,r ... W<ttlo o .iw.- I• Fl ..... 1, "'· 
"'"' o! 't,oW._.t_, "° ~•4 oitl,or..,. lhoit,o l!h 
,..,._ • • 1,- c1-,..,..,.. ,t,.. tri,._ A. w,;,_ hoil,I ""lh "10 
.. _ . tr.•••• YO · • \I.No •• ..,._ f,. Ff.-•• 2, •◄II 
••• o ol•'"•• "'""'it,-~ l.o14 • • ;., fi.,,o I. 

2. JUOClHC. DtST ,\t4CES h h ~- _,.,.,.., ;..., 
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ACTUAC. SIZE 

e GENUINE LEU!iER THONG HAIIOLE 

e PERFECTLY BALANCED 
No. T-15 
-'f,pcolll••• 'l'f,. 
] !( l bl, Pe, 001, 

e HIG!i CARSON CUTLERY STEEL 
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1--------

No. 2633$ 
(:/,,•';'I/ l ,111(/llr :l 1 ;" 

L&rft '-Blad. :M,m:;,t Saiclc with 
lltacll'. in...•"tEd JWJull""-

.JlhlRlll118' WC. flCII' l{tll:L~ ••• ' :w lbK, 

ColoniS Knives-A i:.og dec:icated to Colonial Knives 

4-B1:ADE FOREST MASTER 
Poll~hed spegr, Ren, can opener, a nd screwdrlver­
~phfter blades. Simulated Black stag handles. 
l':f1ckel•plated trim. Brass liiled. 'Length closed, 
3¾". Gne dozen on easel display card. Ship. wt . 
4 lbs. 

----------~ llB:342-784 . . . ....... RETAIL Card of 12 $14.40 

Forest Master Set. For Hunting and Camping. 
Consists of Hunting Knlfe-4 ¼" saber clip blade 
-length overall 8¼" with genuine leather sheath; 
full size 4- bladed camp k n ife. blades of high car­
bon steel, mirror polished. Simulated stag han, 
d ies of non-breakable plastic cap and bolsters of 
nickel alloy highly polished. Each set In gift box. 
No. T0C127. Per Dozen Sets .... ... ........ 17. 50 

Per Set .. .. .... . . . .. . ... .. .... 1 . 50 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 1401154 
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PRECISION 
BUILT 

OPENS AS QUICK AS ,4 WINK 
HIGH CARBON 

STEEL BLADE 
Mirror Polisllet/ 
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48 • Antique Americ,w Switchblades 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 
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Display Cards 

• Thc'SC ca.rd¥ are Ii() r<irt (llld -0specic,l{y wit It original knivu on them, 
plu.k tht (act th1Jt it would be nearly impost1ibl~ to find a truly MinJ stl 
sinct ,;-011~ ikt,ling with !ftVi'rctl kn.iVeJt plus th, card, prompted me 
llJ moke a11 ~ ,~pi.i.fm ()rtd lif<t 1.hcir ooluu as Noor M int. If you. hod 
o truly Min t set there arv many collectON taho would /H1J' m11ch m(lre 

than the oalue.• that I haut listttJ hue.. 

STfUR-SNAP di,play card {,om the J95()s has 12 oriJIUla/ J-atjo,-l 
Jmive• held in place by a,1 ela;;tic <.tmJ.. Ne.ar Mlul \'Blue with lmlve:,: 
$4.,000· Mini canl empty: $400 

S ITUR-SNAP display rord from the 1950• hM 1i.x origfoal 
Jumbo Jock kniue.ff hd,l in p(aef.J by cu, 4!/odic t;m"r.l. Alth()Ugh. l)ds 
1$ rwl lhti du;pUJY card thul t--amti witJ1 the Juml><> Jock Jmive$, 
it it an ori_gi_ru,/ SHUR-SNAP /isht(lil card and retailers in the 
195(}8 <>ft.en rtustd t.hl' di.•p/.ay cards $0 ,1.t I$ q"il-e [KNlSiblc tlwl 
tlti.s card it,jiuJ a.sit tuad WM11 toJum off tJ~ she.If in 1958. Near 
Mint value with knivt":s: $2,s&O• Mint card empty: $400 

S HUR-SNAP dJ'spla)' card from lhe 1950,; ha,; 12 or;gmal {i.;hlo;J 
and bowlie knwes held in place by an tlostic oord. Theu .,.ices. 
though all nea.r mint and atulu!ntk, wrrtr,·1 Uktly l<JgctMr i:n the 
J9SOs sinc:t lht.-y are all di{fi:runJ and rcpre1cnl thrw d,'f(erenl time 

period$ m producli<m. J lliougltt it. u.-ould be i11Uresting to show the 
sub:lc i."Criations 1>, pulling tltem t"lltther on the d;.splay ca.rd. 
Near Mln't value with knlve~: $3,200• Mint card empty: $400 
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PATTERNS CONTAINED IN 1JIE re 100 CMIIIEf 

N o. DC 610 
("l,,...,i l,<N(JI II ~-· 
M«lium llcl"11•1t 2,Blad, J,,r~ Km!e 
,.,,;th lll>r!Jt bl'<>,...,, •i:.>~ J1:wulc:s. 
Shrr:p11>v W(. 11r.r gr,,<,> .18 !b,s. 

No . DC 350 
( ,'.'tia'<l Lo,pth 3i·," 
Medium e-Bl11de J,J,jm,r r.11d 111c', 
1'rh!r wJl h l)u rn t 'm>wt· ..iu;r.:~...i J,,,,,,;1, ...• , 
$ hll)J•ll1k WI. 1,wr >,NOS ,•• 22 lb. 

No. DC 902F 

Clt1,1,'d Lt:. •••ti.\• 4;,f'' 
~-BwJ, 1-'t:J: Kr rr with b· 11•1.t 
hl'\lWJl !ltPJ!i:1.:tJ hi:lndl(~. 
Sh;,1pTr1g Wt v,-r ~HI,... • :ir, ll,,,. 

No. 2633$ 
(.'/IJ /1<"1 l ,ri,ol/r 3V." 

L1mra i-e:ad. :l!:isLer J .. .:k ,inth 
bt~k si.,. •·ied Jullldl<!!!. . 
Slrlpphia:, \>, t, 11ur .,,..,,..~ • •• , !IO lb~. 

hltps://colonialknwes.wordpress.comtpage/3/ 

No. DC 1850 
(,'/~-,.; J.,,,ocll. 8 ,.;-

ldellium 2.n1 .. .rc ~~"11\ine Joel< 
lfoi!e wit.h JiarQ~ hruwi. ~t .. JIJl\:<l 
b;1ndlOJ1. 
IS)LiJ1pi11J1 Y, t J)fr ;;ffi!ll . • • !ll l'bR. 

No. DC 2621 
<.:J1.16ttl Ltr,ntJ, ~}i' 
t..ri:t 2-111.,fl,, 1$1:~III l!.r.d J,.•lr 
KnJfr 11, l~h lm:-nf b"""'G l'tft12tttd 
ba.r.-t1.1~:1. 
$Hppl11r. ,v1. ,..,, ;tf'CIM •.• • :i<l Iha 

r, 

' y-- ~;~;4, 
No. 292 
('io,nl Lr"!;J•ti :!~." 

'.!,111":I<- U11 rl<1w KDlf~ wit'> ~,.,,,,,. 
l;,¢~,t b~,1" b;mclb. 
Sl11pf\in~ Wt. i,,•r ,l!r(,:;a • • S(J lb•. 

No . 1200 
Cfoafdi l~it,;U, ;.114 " 

·l- lll1Uie Fr,:r~t ~lni.lct K11i!t• \'/'Ith 
bl11(k sllltnred hMldll!, 
Sh11•1till1r Wt . 1>er krO«II .•.. ~ Iba. 

C'lo.~,n 1....,q I~ ~;, -

~l"l;Jl 2-Blad.., s.-n..~lu,., J•clc 
Kni!<o ,,.;,t, burn~ d:)'""" ~ 
l,tlnd!r ... 
ShipJ"n,I; W1 1J•Y !INRI .. • 2-1 !be. 

Cl,,t•'.i 1,rngfh 20," 

~-Bib.Jo Sllm ,b.nk 'Kr,if,• witll b~rn1 
bm-.. I -eiii·o. l,"nlllett. !:ll~inl.,,., 
-1. 
Shi;r 1i rg \Vtq)tr ;r,;,.,._ .. l tl lb•. 

No. 493Y 
CIM.-d /.,-,1~/A 2)f' 

$m,ill :1,.,m .ar1,, [lnnt1m1 Knife ,.'it.11 
111 ... u. i·.Ub" h,uulk,1. 
'$ltJ~pini; Wt 11a ~reu . • . I~ lb,.. 

No . FSBO 
01'<J"(I l,rN/}I. 6~1'' 
Huntinsr Kiiltc Comu,, w11A 
etRIG.~ l111ttdl"'-
Shit>Pilll w~ per ii,oa • • • 
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ARE INDI SPENSABLE 
WHEREVER GOOD 
KNIVES ARE NEEDED 
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4.Not such good times 

In the 1970's and 1980's, cheap imports from places like China heavily impacted knife company's in 
America. Some went out of business. Others were lucky to find ways to adapt and stay in business but 
profits weren't what they used to be for many of them. 

One approach by Colonial to fight low profits were to bring out a few nicer lines of proudly made in 
U.S.A. knives. 

Anvil knives was started by Colonial in 1972. This line of knives was designed by students at the Rhode 
Island School Of Design. There were only made in one style, a Stockman. It was available in 3 sizes, 
small, medium and large. They were made in 2 colors, brown and white. 

Below are 2 of my Anvil knives. These are the smallest size, the peanut stockman. The brown one was 
my first Colonial knife, given to me by my grandfather over 30 years ago. 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 1171154 
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Old Cutler was another very nice knife line made by Colonial. There were more styles and colors 
available, 

It consisted of a small stockman with both 2 and 3 blade models, a large 3 blade stockman, A 2 blade 
Barlow and a 2 blade trapper that was actually completely made by Camillus knives for Colonial. 

Colors such as solid black, white, yellow and brown were made as well as 3 colors of jigged handles, 

Below are pictures of some of my Old Cutler knives, 

The Old Cutler trapper made by Camillus knives for Colonial. Colonial decided it would be cheaper to 
order the trapper from them instead of tooling up their own machines to make them, 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 1181154 
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Colonial also made a very neat collectors edition box with the Old Cutler line, It is called the Old Cutler 
Mark 1 Series. I ts a wood box with soft red inside and a red foam liner that that has 6 knives. As well as 
having the name on the top it also says original issue and collectors edition. The 6 places inside are for 2 
small stockman knives, 2 large stockman knives, a trapper and a Barlow. 

Below are pictures of my Old Cu tier Mark 1 series collector edition box. 

https://colonialknwes.wordpress.comtpage/3/ 119/154 
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APRIL 18, 2016APRIL 19, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

5.RAP Cutler 

Robert Anthony Paolantonio. Grandson of Fredrick Paolantonio and the only 3rd generation Paolantonio 
to become a cutler. Starting at Colonial at the age of 13, working in the knife packaging room every 
Saturday. Later working in the shipping room in high school and continued there full time while 
attending college at night and learning to be a cutler at the same time. After college working as a cutler 
for over 30 years at Colonial until the last few years they were in business. 

For years Robert begged his family to let him put out a higher class of knife they could all be proud of. 
Finally in the 90's he managed to convince his Father, Uncles and Cousins to let him give it a try. He 
must have dreamed of saving the struggling company with this line. It was a wonderful knife called the 
Colonial 5 star series and was the beginning of R.A.P. Cutler Quality Knives. 

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 110/154 
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Below is a picture of my R.A.P. Cutler knife and some advertisements showing the RAP Cutler and 5 
star series of knives. 

R.A.P. Cutler Large Stockman with Cape Buffalo Horn handles. 

https ://colonial knives .wordpress .com/pag e/3/ 111/154 
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Colonial Knife Company, Inc. 
Phone 1-800-556-7824 

Fax 1-401-421-2047 

You can buy a more expensive pocketknife, 
but not one that's more effective. 

Stop by and visit 
our booth at the 
1995 S.H.O. T. 

Show in 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

January 19-22. 
BoothNo.10514. 

Attending the 
1995 ASD/AMD 

National Trade Show 
in 

Las Vegas, Nevada, 
March 5-9. Booth No. 

to be determined. 

Attending the 
1995 Fanning Show 

in 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
on January 28-30. 

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 

Colonial Knife Co., Inc. 
Agnes at Magnolia 

P.O. Box 3327 
Providence, RI 02909 U.S.A. 

Four Generations Strong 

Introducing 
the Old Cutler 

all new 
5 Star Series 

Genuine Stag 
Handle. 

All knives are 
handmade. 

Made in America. 

Model RAP #43S 
Sugg. Retail $13.95 
(Left) 
Model RAP #53S 
Sugg. Retail $14.95 
(Middle) 
Model RAP # 72S 
Sugg. Retail $12.95 
(Right) 
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Below is one of the last advertisements by Colonial. 
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C O L'-O N I A L 
OLD CUTLER -S-STAR SE RIES 

-rr.y R"" . P. C,<t ler 

Cutlery, as a general term, refers to 011e of the 

earliest utensils o:afted and used by man - koives. 
- !"-.. 

~~-

Knjves, cutttng instruments, have either a stt:aight 

or folding blade. Flint, bronze, stone, iron and 

copper .knife a.rti fuct.s p.rove they were in use from 

at least 1500 B.C. For cutting, hunting and defense, 

a well-formed kniie has been one of man's most 

prized and primary possessions. Old Cutle.r lu'lives 

are made in the true maMer of the mast\')' cutler. 

Carefully fi tted and fu\ished to provide a top quality 

cutting instrument with smooth actfon, smooth --
feel, and rugged dependability. 

• 100%-V.fetime Guara ntee 

"' . • lQ!!.% Amer~n.Handmade, ...,, . , .. ..._,.., .,.._/ 

• High Carbon CutlerySteelBJi¼des 
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Below is a picture Of Robert Anthony Paolantonio. 

GEDSC DIGITAL CAMERA 

APRIL 17, 2016JULY 7, 2018 LEAVE A COMMENT 
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APRIL 19, 2016 LEA VE A COMMENT 

6. Out Of Business 

The last few years at Colonial were very different from years past. Struggling to find the money to stay 
in business they began looking for ways to cut corners. Laying off employees to a bare minimum was 
one attempt. Cutting steps out of the knife production was another. They stopped putting the badges on 
the front of knives,only made a few models and at one point even bought knives from Pakistan to re sell. 

Despite the attempts they couldn't save the company and went out of business in 1998. 

There was an auction on may 29th 2002 selling everything inside the factory. 
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, COLONIAL KNIFE CO~ 
· 287·0AKSTREET 

· PROVroEN.ce. RHODe·JSi..ANo 
WEDNESDAY; MAY. 29, :ioo;i ·AT ·'IO~'Al!II 

l!l-16TOl!.W~.!¥/AIRCUITCH,&~,~QK)P,l'EIIS:etTON,IJJS'JliAIOlf{SIOE 
Jrowel 1'!88,1t/AIRQ.IJTCll& 81!AKE--11DWE't.COOl'BI WFfllOOJH$JOCIO.E'IB.SlS ~:ll Hlltlff 
SJIWGIII: PliES'IIE&• 11£TAll:E:S • COOl'SI WEYllWTilPMTS ~•la~ 7 TOIi POWER 
PRESSB.ttm!A-•f:f'IA,N DORNP.USll: ~~• r:iliW'GIWllUJ'ORS ea&,REB> 

, l'f:IEllll)E~INJECl'lOIIIIPIJUBS~c.(.IIAYl:SfUIIIACE"JiN'&rtt llllSSOCl!\TOR • · 
NICljOUSJ S&IWII IOIIFE GAilllERs • HOFRWI COllMTSYSlBI • UNDBERG IIAlt1i RJIIIW)E • 

' KRABIIBli'ulliuiiolWlll8.S•~ 1" ~WN!BJ)EII l ~.li>ilGEIISOU.~ Ml , 
COWlfS60R • 2511' JOY1WIS1UI Ml COIAl£5SOII.• tit ICSJ.OG.AMEAX:NI l5E!IY.ETAHl(S • DMHE 

. BtAIIEllMlli:R •WAIJCE!lllllllE!ll'EDl:STA(DRIJ. • HMIMONQ1G"P£11ESTM.GAll)l;ll •.l161M(UNE , 
~~• ~i'XlrWETSl\RfACEGllHlBf• 8&SMIC80MASTERS,tr WEI 
~GIIINDE{I • IO' SOOtl! SSIIUlll: lf!/ACtSSOf\l:S•~ AIRlS~ • lil.WAUm 
"lf,'HOIIIZOHIM.WJ.81•'1'11GIWIITE·~JIWESU'l(tf'•CIAlll'OllSltllGlilA•F!WIKUN. 

· ~&KEIISOlllOTSTMIPBIS•J,llSKllf&OOIB.EIIEAO~l<TRS~.~ - • 
FOVIE!tDOMEAiii-P!IESSES.:1111MSOlfUl.1RASONC•JBTSEAI.SIS•SHINWRAPl'BlS.CfflCDHS, 
IW.lErlJWID TIIJCl(s • f!JlOR ~ -. llilEct.Otits • SIK)P.VAC • BBICHES·• CIWRS• I.AAGE. 
00Alffl1YOF:root.Sta •-•OOWB'$•WOOO&fflfl:JQJEIWIS • ~ • R.0()R 
9HS.• CURk'3Dliiilll. ~~ • ~~RilSilD ltJIRilSHEDKIMS • 11IOUSANIIS 
Of LBS. !lf!EfAL·IJICOI.S •l!l ~ • 611ALL.lRACJOll • Sii OUlSlllllll f AIJIPA4 DOOR 
SBlAN . u UTER~- • RUNG.CASIIEIS • DESKS • AIID IIJClf. MUCII IIORB!! • 

JEW: Ont lllledrd Dollals-(~O::l .... dllllll dljlolil !,mil. cel1!lleil o, IIJllll illecl< fflllllm lo 
~ -~~~:·(lo . · Cllec:b, 11as1nesa Cheas-Dr Cndll CmsAcia,ted.J 11ai-e 
- -UllllldWelr ttl!lr.uta. IIIOIOWI .. ~ ot ale. 

.. . illrfHOf'1NIYElf6 PRDll1JJM WILL'APPLY TO ALL PIJJICIJASf$, , 
In Assoc:auon With 

MICH~El t.. SALVADORE & ASSOCIATES 
945 EDDY STREET PROVIOWCE RI 02905 

t,01-941-1950 · FAX. 401-781-5840 
~uc:1011s - LIQUID~ilOtlS - i.PPRAISALS 

OWE-Mail- 11n ,~ 

A sad picture of the closed and vandalized Colonial factory. 
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APRIL 19, 2016APRIL 20, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

7. The Current Colonial Knife Co. 

I dont know much about the current Colonial knife company. I dont buy many new knives.(! do still buy 
old Colonial knives regularly.) But I feel this part of the story deserves a page here so I am giving it a 
try. 

Colonial was started up again by Steve Paolantonio. Apparently the imported knives that put the 
original Colonial out of business were what made the resurrection possible. 

I guess he was having knives made in China and selling them under the Colonial name here in the 
USA. At some point he secured a $4.5 million contract with the US military to supply a switch blade 
knife designed to save soldiers tangled in a parachute. 

They also have some large pocket knife contracts, one of which is with the Girls Scouts of America. 

I recently checked out the new Colonial knife website and I see a lot of very nice looking knives being 
made in the USA. 

Seeing the Colonial name on a knife made in China is a bit sad to me but I have a lot of respect for Steve 
Paolantonio for managing to keep the family name alive in a very different world. 

It looks to me like he is doing what the Paolantonio family have always done. 

Supplying the American people and the US military with a quality knife. 

Check out the new Colonial website here. http:Uwww.colonialknifecorp.com 
.(htt12:Uwww .colonialknifecor12.com). 
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Below is a newspaper article I found online about current day Colonial. 
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Journal pho10SIBOB THAYER 

STAYING SHARP: A worker polishes an imported jackknife as part of the finishinp process at Colonial Knife in Providence. 

Cutting its loss s 
Imports hurt, then save knife company 

By RUSSELL GARLAND 
Journal Starr Writer 

PROVIDENCE 

T 
he imports started gnawing away at 
Colonial Knife Co. in the mid-1980s. 

Loyal employees retired and 
were not replaced. Lines of knife­
making machines stood silent. The 
tool-making department dwindled 

from 12 employees to 2. 
By the mid-1990s, the third-generation 

managers had run out of time. Steve and 
Barry Paolantonio knew they had only a few 
months to save the family business. 

"Made in America" had been the compa­
ny's proud slogan but it no longer worked. 

SMALL 
BUSINESS 

MAKING IT 
WORK 

IN THE FOLD: A 
popular jackknife, 

assembled at Colonial, 
is ready for packaging. 

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 

Rejecting the advice of their accountant, the 
Paolanronios gambled. 

They decided to import knives from 
China. 

Afterward, Steve Paolantonio walked 
through the factory He wondered "what 
would grandpa think?" 

Sometimes it takes a bold move to save a 
failing business. Facing a crisis, Steve and his 
cousin Barry saw that the old formulas no 
longer worked. To survive, Colonial would 
have to cut costs while exploiting knife manu­
facturing opportunities that were profitable. 

Colonial Knife is an Olneyville institution, 
a rambling factory in a warren of industrial 

Tum to SMALL, Page £ 3 

PROFILE 
Steve Paolantonio, 37, 

president, above, and Barry 
Paolantonio, 45, treasurer 

COMPANY: 
Colonial Knife Co. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Providence knife manufacturer 

nearly closed several years ago. 

ISSUE: 
Rescuing a failing business 

If you have information about an issue 
affecting small business, contact Russ 
Garland at 277-7356 or by E-mail at 

rgarland@projo.com 
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8. A great book about the histo[Y. of Colonail 
Knife Co. 

I want to tell you about a great book. It has details and information about the Paolantonio family and 
the old Colonial Knife factory you wont find anywhere else. 

Written by Robert Paolantonio, grandson of Fredrick Paolantonio who was the first Paolantonio to come 
to America and started the family down the path to Colonial Knife Co. Its called My Family Business. 

https://colonialknives. wordpress .com/pag e/3/ 102/154 
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Robert worked for over 3o years in the factory where he learned how to operate every machine and 
work every position there. 

Robert published and sold this book himself. Since he passed away in 2014 its only available in E book 
form. 

I enjoyed this book so much and have read it several times. If you are a Colonial knife fan you wont be 
disappointed. 

Buy it here. httr-s://gumroad.com/1/ZLDb# (httP-£llgumroad.com/l/ZLDb#). 
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APRIL 19, 2016APRIL 20, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

9.A great website for Colonial knife collectors 

There is an amazing website called All About Pocket Knives. It has forums for discussing all kinds of 
different manufacturers pocket knives. 

One particularly amazing forum there is the Colonial knife collectors forum. 

Pictures of so many Colonial knives there as well as lots of nice guys sharing information about these 
great old knives. 

Robert Paolantonio was a member there posting under the name Bonfirebob. During his time there he 
posted many pictures and left an amazing amount of information behind about Colonial knives . He 
made many friends and made it very clear what a nice, generous guy he was. I wish I found AAPK in 
time to meet him. 

Check out the AAPK Colonial Collectors Forum here . 
http:ljw ww .allaboutpocketknives.com/knife forum/view forum. P-hP-? 
f=8 7 &sid =e6897 4369633366f9f317053d46b6db5 
.(httP-:Uwww .allaboutpocketknives.com/knife forum/viewforum. P-hP-? 
f=87 &sid =e6897 4369633366f9f317053d 46b6db5). 
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1 a.Colonial knife pictures 

Now for the fun part. I will be posting pictures of my Colonial knives. I have a lot of knives to 
photograph so come back often to see new additions! 
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11 . More Colonial knife pictures 

More pictures from my Colonial collection, 

A rare coffin handled folding colonial knife. Its 9 inches long open! 

Below are a couple very nice Colonials made between 1926 and 1938. A Forest Master and a Fish Knife. 
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Below are a couple old Colonial key chain knives, 
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Below is the first model forest master knife, Made between 1934and 1938, It has the arched stamp that is 
the first tang stamp used by colonial from 1926 to 1938, 
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Master Barlow with imitation saw cut handles. 9 inches long. 

APRIL 20, 2016APRIL 20, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 981154 



5/29/25, 12:44 AM Colonial Knives -A blog dedicated to Colonial Knives 

APRIL 26, 2016 2 COMMENTS 

12. Advertising Knives 

The 1930 to the 1960s was a time when advertising knives were most popular. It existed before and after 
but I find most advertising knives were made during this time. 

Colonial knives made MANY advertising knives. The Dole banana company was one of their biggest 
customers. One time placing an order so large it took Colonial 2 years running the printing machines 24 
hours a day to complete it. Chiquita banana, Chevron, auto dealerships, hardware stores and so many 
other big company's all the way down to small places like Bobs plumbing ordered advertising knives 
from Colonial. 

One very neat advertising knife from the 40s and 50s was the Kinney Shoes knife. 

Below is my Kinney Shoes knife and an assortment of advertising knives also made by Colonial. 
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13. Forest Masters 

The Forest Master was a very popular knife. It was a camp or scout knife style. 

During my research I have identified so many different kinds of Forest Masters. So far I have 9 different 
Forest Masters in my collection. There are many models I have only seen in pictures, never one for sale. 

There are 10 different black Forest Masters I have seen so far. The first 2models were not shell knives. 
All models made after that were. Besides the 10 black Forest Masters there is an imitation stag, imitation 
wood, several different multi colored ones ( purple and black, orange and black, light brown and black,) 
white plastic and one of the hardest to find, red plastic. 

Below are a couple of very old Forest Master advertisements. Probably from a magazine or catalogue. 
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Forest Master Set. For Hunting and Camping. 
Consists of Hunting Knlfe-4¼" saber clip blade 
-length overall 8¼" with genuine leather sheath; 
Cull size 4- bladed camp knife blades of high car­
bon steel, mirror polished. Simulated stag han• 
dies of non-breakable plastic.._ cap and bolsters of 
nickel alloy highly polished . .i,;ach set In gift box. 
No. J0C127. Per Dozen Sets ..... . ..... . . . - 17, 50 

Per Set .. .. .. . ... . .......... . . 1.50 

Poll~hed spegr, Ren, can opener, a nd screwdrlver­
~phfter blades. Simulated Black s tag handles. 
l':f1ckel-plated trim. Brass liiled. 'Length closed , 
3¾11• Gne dozen on easel display card. Ship. wt. 
-4 lbs. 

llB:342-784 . . . . . ..... RETAIL Card of 12 $14.40 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 731154 
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Below is a picture of my Forest Masters. 
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The next picture is the 9 different models I have so far, 
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Below is another picture of the 9 different Forest Masters I have. They are numbered in the order they 
were made. 

EDITED on 5/15/2016 I found some information that has pointed out a mistake in this order. I will be 
updating with new pictures soon. 
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The following pictures are of the first model of Forest Master. It has the cuived tang stamp that Colonial 
used between 1926 and 1938. The smallest of the Forest Masters. It has the old style can opener and was 
a 3 blade model without an awl. It was very thin. 
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The next 3 models of Forest Master all had a 4 blade large and a 3 blade small model. Model 2 large 
knife had a secondary small blade and no awl. It had large blade, small blade, can opener and bottle 
opener. The small model 2 had a large blade, can opener and bottle opener. 

Model3 (1971) and Model 4 (1973) Large models had leather tools for the 4th blade. 

Below are pictures comparing the model 1 and the small model 2 Forest Master. 
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Below is the 2nd Model Forest Master. The 3 blade smaller one, 
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The picture below shows model 2, 3 and 4 Forest Masters that have a large and small model. The large 
ones have 4 blades and the small ones 3. Mode! 2, 4 blade has 2 knife blades and no awl. Model 3 and 4 
have a large blade, leather awl, can opener and bottle opener, The small models had no awl, so large 
blade, can opener and bottle opener. 
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The 3rd model Forest Master has 3 models, The 3rd model is a 4 blade with what Colonial called a belt 
unch instead of the leather awl. The are shown in the 2 ictures below. 

https://colonialknwes.wordpress.comtpage/3/ 86/154 
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The picture below shows the 4th and 5th models of Black Fore st Masters. 

The 4th model had 3 and 4 blade model. Both having the large blade, can opener and bottle opener. The 
larger 4 blade also had a leather awl. 

The 5th model I have only found in a 4 blade. Large blade, can opener, bottle opener and leather awl. It 
is very similar to the 4th model 4 blade but the sides are more square while the 4th model was very 
round. 

I believe model 5 also shows some of the fust sign of trouble at Colonial regarding Fore st Masters. It has 
a lighter, cheaper feel to it. The leather awl is very thin and feels like I could easily bend it with my 
fingers. The base of the aw 1 had to be reinforced with a second, thin piece of metal. I believe Colonial 
realized the aw 1 was so thin at the base it would be trouble so they re enforced it last minute to continue 
with what I assume is a money saving strategy to lighten the Forest Master. 

https: //coloni alk nives. V\Ordpress .com /page/3/ 871154 



5129125, 12:44AM Colonial Knives-A blog dedicated to Colonial Knives 

I know the year of manufacture of Model 3 (1971) and Model 4 (1973) because I have seen them new in 
the original package marked with the year they were made, 

I believe the last model was made between 1975 and 1979, Definitely no earlier than 1974, 

Below is one last picture of all 9 different black Forest Masters I have, 
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14. Colonial Knife Pictures 

Here are some more of my Colonial knives. 

Below is a CKCO marked Colonial Knife. 

This is one of Colonials first tang stamps and possibly the most rare.This one was made in the late 1920s. 
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Curved stamp Colonial Fish-Knife. Made between 1926 and 1938. 
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Colonial Toothpick with handles replaced with Micarta. 
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The 2 blade jack knife below is a very popular style made by Colonial. I ts big brother with the 3rd blade 
is not often seen, 
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MAY 13, 2016MAY 22, 2016 LEAVE A COMMENT 

15. Featuring other Colonial collections 

One of the things that makes collecting knives fun from a company that was once the second largest 
manufacturer of pocket knives in the USA is the amazing variety still out there. 

I still find Colonial knives all the time that I have never seen before. Also new in the package Colonial 
knives are seen quite often. Some collectors even specialize in only collecting new in the package knives. 

Then there are the guys like me who will dig a Colonial out of the middle of a ball of rust if we think we 
can save it. 

I think it will be interesting to feature other Colonial knife collections on here some times. The variety 
will be fun I am sure. 

The first one is coming soon. 
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16. Featured Collector Ed Beauregard 

Here is a great collection of Colonials that belong to my friend Ed. 

Ed is a man that knows what he likes and I really admire this collection. 

His collection consists mostly of Barlow's and electrician's. He likes advertising knives which I think are 
such fun knives to due all the variety and history involved. 

The pictures below shows an amazing assortment of old Colonials. 

All pictures courtesy of Ed Beauregard ( edbeau at Bladeforums.com) 
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The 2 Barlow's below are highly collectable. They are salesman's samples. 

Salesmen would show these to someone interested in placing an advertising order so they would see 
what they were getting. The electrician blade in the Barlow is pretty interesting too. 

https://colonialknives .wordpress .com/page/31 58/154 
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YON COPY Nftl ...... 

Here is a Dole advertising knife. Dole was one of Colonials biggest advertising knife customers. 
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17. The Roy Rogers Knife 

Colonial made some fun western knives in the 1950s. One of them is the Roy Rogers knife.Its a model 
#826 with 2 blades. A main knife blade and a second blade that is a bottle opener and screwdriver. There 
is a clear front with a picture inside of Roy Rogers on Trigger. It says Roy Rogers and Trigger. The back 
is black plastic. 

Below is a picture of my Roy Rogers knife. 

hltps://colonialkni\les.wordpress.com<page/3/ 52/154 
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Next is the contract between Colonial and the Rohr Company allowing Colonial license to make the Roy 
Rogers knife, The letter is dated May 10, 1950, 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 531154 
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1418 NORTH HIGHLAND AVENUE HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIF. • HOLLYWOOD 9-2168 

May 10, 1950 

Ur. Al Paolantonio 
Colonial K,.,ife Co:!l!)mly, Inc. 
Oak and l:.gnes Streets 
r~, - =-

Dear Mr. Paolantonio: 

Enclosed herewith please find completely executed 
copy of your license aereement l7ith Rohr Company 
for the Roy Rogers pocket knives. 

i7ith our best wishes for a long and successful 
relationship, 

JLD-lllff' 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

ROHR COYPfJIY 

Jack L. Danov 

With . - - - - 6 "" vc - d l'c!.Y " iteti W C nnect i oh 
http // I . a cont est J can:e or any other me'""s '· ·.·1er e b•" s: co om a/knives .wordpress.com/page/3/ ...,., .,, ·--~------
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t he recipient of the precium is selected. r.othing 
shall prevent the sponsor fro.1'1 requiri.nt: sone for:n 
of col!lOOnsation for tra nre.n.ium. No ~ e.a.ail.__~-~--------

Next is an advertisement for The Official Roy Rogers Knife. 

"KING OF THE COWBOYS" 

• CUTI'ING BLADE 

• SCREW DRIVER 

e CAP LIFTER and 

BEAD CHAIN wi1h 

BU'ITON CLIP 

l'ackutl One Dozu11 lo 
Three-Color Counter 

Dia.plas Card 

https //colonial knives .wordpress. com/pag e/3/ 

New! 

OFFICIAL 

POCKET KNIFE 

55/154 



5/29/25, 12:44 l'M Colonia Knives-Al:log declc:atedto Colonial Kni11es 

Below is the Roy Rogers knife card, This is how they were sold in stores. There would have been about 
12 of the Roy Rogers knives hanging on the card. 

MAY 19, 2016MAY 22, 2016 2 COMMENTS 
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18.The Tip Knife Patent 

The picture below is a Colonial tip knife from the 1940s. 

https://colonialknwes.wordpress.com<page/3/ 39/154 
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Many company's made tip knives but Colonial held the patent. 

Patented by Antonio Paolantonio, U.S. Patent #2,264,453 

This patent was filed for on January 27, 1940 and approved on December 2, 1941. 

I believe Colonial made and sold tip knives for many years before applying for the patent, 

I have tip knives made by Colonial with curved tang stamps that are known to be made between 1926 
and 1938, 

A tip knife has no solid bolsters at each end like a lot of knives at the time, There were small hollow 
bolsters connected to each end of the metal plates in the body of the knife. The skeleton of the knife 
could be assembled and stored and a celluloid handle attached later when ordered. 

So basically Colonial said the benefits of this knife were ease of assembly, stronger than other knives of 
its type and it looked better to hide the rivets in this way. 

Here is exactly how they said that. 

"This invention has for one of its objects to provide a more rugged and stronger hinged mounting of the 
knife blade than heretofore provided in a knife of this character." 
"Another object of the invention is to conceal the rivets which are usually provided for holding the cover 

https://oolorialknives.V\Ordpress.com/page/3/ 401154 
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'Another object of the invention is to provide an arrangement whereby the cover sections will be 
assembled after the metallic portion of the knife is all assembled in relation so that the main body 
portion of the knife may be made up ahead of time and then covers assembled on the body portion of 
the knife in accordance with the choice of the customer to whom they were furnished." 

'Another object of the invention is to conceal the rivets which are usually provided for holding the cover 
upon a knife.The rivets are somewhat unsightly, especially as they sharply contrast with the color of the 
cover section" 

Below I will be adding the original patent and Antonio Paolantonio's description and drawings of his 
invention.I will also add pictures of Colonial tip knives from my collection. 

There are many typos, misspelled words and other weird things like funny old words included in the 
original patent. I edited some that were confusing while leaving the ones that weren't as bad because I 
think it is interesting. 
This is from the original patent. 

Filed Jan. 27, 1940 

Patented Dec. 2, 1941 For Antonio Paolantonio, Johnston, R. I., assignor to Colonial Knife Company, Inc., 
a corporation of Rhode Island 11 Claims. 

This invention relates to a knife of the character often referred to as a tip knife; that is, one in which there 
are no bolsters at the ends of a size adapted 
to receive rivets therethrough; and this invention has for one of its objects to provide a more rugged and 
stronger hinged mounting of the knife blade than 
heretofore provided in a knife of this character. 

Another object of the invention is to conceal the rivets which are usually provided for holding the cover 
upon a knife. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a knife in which the cover sections may be held against 
separating from the m etallic plate or scale portions 
over which they extend. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an arrangement whereby the cover sections will be 
assembled after the metallic portion of the knife is all 
assembled in relation so that the main body portion of the knife may be made up ahead of time and then 
covers assembled on the body portion of the knife in 
accordance with the choice of the customer to whom they were furnished. 
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With these and other objects in view, the invention consists of certain novel features of construction as 
will be more fully described and particularly pointed 
out in the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawing: 

Fig. 1 is an elevation of the knife completed; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof; v 

Fig. 3 is an elevation of the body portion of the knife with the cover removed; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan View thereof; 

Fig. 5 is a section on line 5 5 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. '7 is a sectional View through one of the plates or scale portions of the knife; n 

Fig. 8 is an elevation of one of the cover sections; 

Fig. cover; 

Fig. is a sectional View on substantially line Ill-10 of Fig. 3, illustrating one of the cover sections 
assembled and another of the cover sections in one of the positions which it assumes in being moved to 
assembled position; 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view on line II-II of Fig. 10. 

Folding knives of the so-called tip type in which there are no bolsters of a size to receive rivets there 
through usually have the rivets extending through the covers which extend along the scale or outer 
plates of the 
knife body whereby the rivets hold the knife body as well as a cover in assembled relation. The covers 
are usually of Celluloid or 
some non-metallic material which is rather soft and the rivet heads which engage these softer cover 
portions will permit of some relative 
movement of the assembled parts if some pressure is brought to bear upon the knife blade which is 
pivoted upon the end rivets of such assembly. 

Further, 
the rivets are somewhat unsightly, especially as they sharply contrast with the color of the cover section; 
and again, 
when knives are formed up in the above-mentioned manner, the covers are a part of the complete 
assembly and cannot be 
easily changed if a different colored cover is desired. 

Accordingly, in order to provide a stronger construction I have riveted the metal parts of the knife 
together as a unit body 
and have assembled the cover so as to conceal these rivets; the cover being assembled 'as a separate 
operation enables the body 
to be made up and the covers assembled as a last operation whereby a large number of bodies maybe 
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made up without covers, and the 
covers assembled thereon as a last operation in accordance with the orders for various colors which may 
be received, thus enabling 
a large part of the assembly operations to be performed ahead of time and minimizing the carrying of 
stock upon manufacturers 
shelves. 

I further provide for the better holding of the cover in position by welding the opposite covers together 
against the metallic 
scales of the knife; and the following is a more detailed description of the present embodiment of the 
invention, illustrating the 
preferred means by which these advantageous results may be accomplished: 

With reference to the drawing, Ill designates a center plate and II, outer plates or scales spaced ,from the 
center plate II] by 
spacers 12 and I3. These spacers also serve as resilient or spring portions for assisting in holding the 
knife blades 14 and VIS in different adjusted positions. 

The knife blades I 4 and IS are pivoted upon a rivet 16 which extends through the plates and blades to 
hingedly mount the blades 
between the plates and also engages the end of each blade so as to hold the bladein either closed or open 
position in a usual manner. 
The rivet II extends through the plates and spacer at the opposite end of the knife and is headed over the 
metallic plates so as to hold them firmly in assembled relation. kThe hollow rivet also extends through 
the plates and spacer atsuboutwardly to open 
position, even though there is considerable lateral stress brought to bear upon v the blade, the portions 
which embrace the pivot rivet 
i6 are well supported against spreading by the blades by reason of such pressure. 

This unit assembly so far described may be made up ahead of time or in quantities, leaving the cover 
sections which are now to be described 
to be later assembled. 

Each of the scales or plates ii consists of a sheet of stock in which the tip ends i9 are split and raised as at 
2G so as to provide openings 
2i beneath these tip portions. The cover, riesig nated generally 22, shown in Fig. 8, is formed of non­
metallic material such, for instance, as 
Celluloid, although any moldable material which is somewhat flexible may be provided.This cover 
section is molded with fingers 23 at either end 
and a projecting portion 24 at its middle point which w ill be in such position that it may extend into the 
hollow rivet i8 above referred to. 

These cover sections will be of Various colors and will be assembled onto the body of the knife in the 
color ordered by iiexing to draw the fingers 23 at the 
ends toward each other a distance sufiiicient to project them into the slots 2i in the scale and beneath the 
tips and then releasing to permit these sections 
to move back in to a straightened position and by such straightening cause the fingers 23 to extend 
beneath£ heat the knife at this location so that 
a welding v of the ends 26 of the projections Ii may occur, or I may so moisten the end portions of the 
projections 24 with a solvent that they will become 
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softened and upon pressure forcing these two tips together, they will become welded for effectively 
becoming a single piece extending through the rivet i8. One such 
solvent which may be used for Celluloid is acetone. 

In this manner, when the portions 24 become dried and hardened, the two cover sections will be held 
against movement apart or separation, and 
not withstanding changes 
in temperature which often affect Celluloid, the cover sections will be held firmly against the scales or 
plates Il and against separation or release 
therefrom, While at the same time covering the rivets making a more sightly appearance and enabling 
the rivets to engage the metal surfaces to better hold 
the parts against stresses which may occur. 

The foregoing description is directed solely towards the construction illustrated, but I desire it to be 
understood that I reserve the privilege of resorting to all 
the mechanical changes to which the device is susceptible. 

I claim: 

1. In a tip knife, a plurality of metal plates, a spacer between said plates, rivets extending through said 
plates and headed over in contact with said plates, a 
non-metallic cover over said rivets hiding the same from View, means to secure said cover in said 
assembled position, one of said rivets being hollow, and said 
cover being provided with a non-metallic projection extending well into said hollow rivet. 

2. In a tip knife a plurality of metal plates, a spacer between said plates, rivets extending through said 
plates and headed over in contact with said plates, non-metallic covers over said rivets hiding the same 
from View, means to secure said covers in said assembled position, one of said rivets being hollow, and 
means extending through said hollow rivet from opposite sides thereof to lock the covers together 
against outward movement. 

3. In a tip knife, a plurality of metal plates, a spacer between said plates, rivets extending through said 
plates and headed over in contact with said plates, non-metallic covers over said rivets hiding the same 
from view, means to secure said cover in said assembled position, one of said rivets being hollow, said 
covers being each provided with 
a projection to extend into said hollow rivet from opposite sides thereof and said projections being 
secured together. 

4. The method of securing a non-metallic cover on a knife which consists in molding the cover in side 
sections with a projection on each section and welding said projections 
together through the knife to hold the opposite sections on each side of the knife. 

5. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates, a spacer between said plates, rivets extending through said 
plates and headed over in contact with said plates to provide a unitary assembly, 

and non-metallic covers on opposite sides of said riveted assembly over said rivets hiding the same from 
View, said covers being integrally connected to each other by non-metallic material extending through 
said riveted assembly. 
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6. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates, a spacer between said plates, rivets extending through said 
plates and headed over in contact with said plates to provide a unitary assembly, non-metallic covers on 
opposite sides of said riveted assembly over said rivets hiding the same from view, and means carried 
by eachplate to secure one of said covers in assembled relation thereto, said covers being integrally 
connected to each other by non-metallic material extending through said riveted assembly. 

7. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates each having each end portion thereof provided with a 
hollow integral outer tip with an opening 
extending thereinto, rivets securing said f plates in assembled relation, and a cover over said rivets and 
having end projections formed of the stock of the cover extending through said openings into said tips 
to assist in holding the cover over said plate. 

8. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates, each having each end portion thereof provided with a 
hollow integral outer tip with an opening extending thereinto, rivets securing said plates in assembled 
relation, a cover over said rivets with the ends thereof extending through said opening into said tips to 
assist in holding the cover over said plate, one of said rivets being hollow, and said cover being 
provided with a projection formed of the same material as the cover and extending into said hollow 
rivet. 

9. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates, each having each end portion thereof provided with a 
hollow integral outer tip with an opening extending 
thereinto, rivets securing said plates in assembled relation, a cover over said rivets with the ends thereof 
extending through said opening into said tips 
to assist in holding the cover over said plates, one of said rivets being hollow, and non-metallic means 
extending wholly through said hollow rivet and fast to 
each cover to lock the covers together against outward movement. 

10. In a tip knife, a pair of outer metal plates, each having each end portion provided with a hollow 
integral outer tip with an opening extending there into, rivets securing said plates in assembled relation, 
cover sections over said rivets and extending through said openings into said tip portions to assist in 
holding the covers over said plates, one of said rivets being hollow, said covers being provided with 
projections to extend into said hollow rivet from opposite sides thereof and said projections being 
secured together. 

11. The method of forming a backing plate for a tip knife which consists of providing a metal iblank, 
splitting the stock adjacent the ends thereof and raising the portions of the plate extending from the 
splits to the end extremity of the plate to form a pair of hollow integral outer tips . 

ANTONIO PAOLANTONIO. 
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These are pictures of some of my Colonial tip knives. 

This is an old one made between 1926 and 1938. 

A Kinney shoes tip knife from the 1950s. 
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The Model 826 by Colonial was also a tip knife, This was a very popular knife due to all its use for the 
novelty character knives like Roy Rogers, Davy Crockett and many others, 
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More Colonial tip knives, 
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Even this old Forest Master made between 1926 and 1938 is a tip knife. 
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19. The Bolster Patent 

Colonials knife bolster assembly patent is for an interesting way of making knives. 

Patent# 3,317,996 was applied for on July 6th 1965 by Antonio Paolantonio. It was approved on JVIay 9th 
1967. 

It allowed the bolsters to be added to the knife as one of the last steps in making it. The bolsters had a 
pin sticking out on the inside and it was pressed into a hole in the frame of the knife securing it. 
Colonials reason for this was to make it faster and easier to make knives as well as looking better 
because you cant see a pin through the bolster. 

Colonial designed a machine that installed 2 bolsters at the same time. An operator would sit at the 
machine and put a bolster on each end of the knife then pull a lever and boom, the machine came down 
and pressed both bolster in place at once. Flip the knife, add 2 more bolsters and a lever pull, boom. 
Bolsters finished and the knife was off for final sharpening and polishing. 

Here is how Antonio Paolantonio explains his invention. 
"Tiris invention relates to a knife, more particularly a pocket knife, and more especially to the assembly 
of a bolster at one end of the knife. 
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Heretofore, it has been customary to assemble the bolster on the liner plate and then secure the bolstered 
liner plates, springs, and pivoted blades together by passing a pin completely through the bolster and 
riveting it over the outer surface of the bolster. 

This invention provides the assembly of the bolster as nearly the last operation and secures the bolster 
without a pin extending completely through both bolsters by utilizing a recess in the cover for the liner 
plate and a heading over of a projection which passes only through the liner plate and does not pass 
through the springs. Thus the bolster may be positioned as nearly a last operation after the remainder of 
the knife is assembled. 

One of the objects of the invention is to provide an assembly so that there is no need for piercing the 
bolster or the passing of a securing pin therethrough. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a construction so that the bolster may be assembled as 
substantially a last operation and hide the rivet which holds the remainder of the knife assembled. 

Another object of the invention is to eliminate the grinding of the tips of the pin which heretofore was 
used to secure the bolster in position." 

Below are the original patents. 
United States Patent Office 3,317,995 Patented May 9, 1967 3,317,996 KNIFE BQLSTERASSEMBLY 
Antonio Paolantonio, Johnston, RI, assignor to Colonial Knife Company, Inc, a corporation of Rhode 
Island Filed July 6, 1965, Ser. No. 469,4313 Claims. (Cl. 30-164) This invention relates to a knife, more 
particularly a pocket knife, and more especially to the assembly of a bolster at one end of the knife. 

Heretofore, it has been customary to assemble the bolster on the liner plate and then secure the bolstered 
liner plates, springs, and pivoted blades together by passing a pin completely through the bolster and 
riveting it over the outer surface of the bolster. 

This invention provides the assembly of the bolster as nearly the last operation and secures the bolster 
without a pin extending completely through both bolsters by utilizing a recess in the cover for the liner 
plate and a heading over of a projection which passes only through the liner plate and does not pass 
through the springs. Thus the bolster may be positioned as nearly a last operation after the remainder of 
the knife is assembled. 

One of the objects of the invention is to provide an assembly so that there is no need for piercing the 
bolster or the passing of a securing p-in therethrough. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a construction so that the bolster may be assembled as 
substantially a last operation and hide the rivet which holds the remainder of the knife assembled. 

Another object of the invention is to eliminate the grinding of the tips of the pin which heretofore was 
used to secure the bolster in position. 

With these and other objects in view, the invention consists of certain novel features of construction as 
will be more fully described and particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pocket knife with my bolster in position thereon; 
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FIG. 2 is an elevation with parts assembled except for the bolster; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the parts shown in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the bolster looking at the underside; and 

FIG. 5 is a sectional fragmental view showing the manner of assembling the bolster in position on the 
liner plate with the parts greatly enlarged. 

The knife here shown comprises liner plates and 11 with an intermediate plate at 12 between the two 
liner plates. Springs 14 and 15 separate the intermediate plate from the two liner plates and are secured 
in position at one end of the knife by a riveting pin 16 headed over as at 17 and 18 against the outer 
surface of the liner plates and passing through the intermediate plate and the springs. Prior to the 
assembly of the liner plates with the springs, the liner plates are equipped with covers 20 and 21 by 
reason of rivets 22 passing through the covers and the liner plate. As a further assembly of the liner 
plates with their covers and the springs, there is a rivet 23 which passes through the covers, liner plate, 
intermediate plate and springs securing the springs in fixed position. The opposite ends of the springs 
are left free, but there is a pin 24 which passes through the blades of the knife 25 and 26 pivoting them so 
that they are held in closed position or in open position when swung out from between the liner plates 
and intermediate plates against the action of the spring. 

The covers 20 and 21 do not extend the full length of the liner plates, and the knife as thus far described 
would leave showing the heads of the rivet pins 16 and 24. These heads and the ends of the liner plates 
are covered with the bolsters which in each case comprises a solid body 30 with a finger 31 extending 
from the edge thereof which is to be adjacent the end of the cover. The cover is recessed as at 33 (FIG. 5) 
for the reception of this finger 31, while the bolster is also recessed as at 34 for the reception of the head 
of the rivet such as 17 or 18. A proturberance 35 extending from the inner surface of the bolster is also 
received in a hole 36 in the liner plate. Thus, after the knife is assembled as above described, the bolster 
may be assembled by inclining the bolster at an angle to the liner plate (FIG. 5) where there is a hole 37 
to receive it and then swinging the bolster so that the finger 31 extends into the recess 33, while the 
protuberance 35 will enter the opening 36 in the liner plate. The protuberance 35 may by reason of its 
engagem ent with the springs 14, 15 at the fixed end of the springs or some jig a t the opposite end, when 
struck from the outer surface will cause the protuberance 35 to head over or rivet itself in the flared part 
39 of the opening 36 so as to firmly secure the bolster in position. By reason of this sort of assembly, the 
bolster may be positioned near the end of the assembly operation with no need for grinding off pins to 
hold it in position and no need of providing a hole in the bolster for the reception of such pins, thus 
providing a smooth unmarred outer surface of the bolster and yet o ne which is held securely in positio n. 

I claim: 

1. In a knife a liner plate having an opening adjacent one end, a rivet having a head that r etains the plate 
in assembled position and said rivet is adjacent said opening, a cover over a portion of said liner plate 
terminating in an edge short of said rivet head, said terminating portion having an undercut pocket in 
the edge thereof extending from the edge aw ay from said rivet head , a bolster secured on the uncovered 
end of said plate having a finger extending into said pocket and a protuberance extending into said 
opening in said plate and locked therein by having a riveted end. 

2. In a knife as in claim 1, said bolster having on its inner surface a recess to receive said rivet head. 
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3. In a knife as in claim 1 wherein said rivet head extends above said liner plate and said liner plate has a 
second opening adjacent said pocket permitting said bolster finger to enter said second opening and be 
swung into position into said pocket. 

References Cited by the Examiner UNITED STATES PATENTS 449,499 3/1891 Schmachtenberg 30155 
850,420 4/1907 Cooper et al. 30164 FOREIGN PATENTS 906,0541/ 1954 Germany. 

WILLIAM FELDMAN, Primary Examiner. 

G. WEIDENFELD, Assistant Examiner. 
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Below are some pictures of Colonial knives I have with the pressed on bolsters. These knives were never 
finished being assembled so you can see very well how they worked. These came from the Colonial 
auction in 2002. 
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FEBRUARY 3, 2017 LEAVE A COMMENT 

20. The Shell Knife Patent 

Patent #2,310,648 was applied for on Nov. 25th 1942 and the patent was approved on February 9th 1943. 

Colonial called this patent a Knife Handle Patent. 

The resulting knife became known as a shell knife. A shell knife was made by completing the inside of 
the knife first and adding the handle as one of the last steps in the process. The inside was called the 
skeleton. It was the frame of the knife, fully assembled with blades and springs and it just needed a 
handle attached to be finished. The handle had little tabs on it and it could be attached very quickly by 
just sticking the handle on and bending the tabs down. 

There were many benefits to this way of making knives. 

Selling knife skeletons to other company's who would make their own handles and sell the completed 
knives. There was a huge jewelry industry in Providence, Rhode Island and was a big part of the reason 
so many knife company's were in Rhode Island. Selling knife skeletons or very basic completed knives 
to jewelers so they could fancy them up with jewels or engraving and re sell them. A pocket watch with 
a nice knife at the end of the watch chain was a very popular thing at the time. 
It also really sped things up at the Colonial Knife factory. Not only could they make knives so much 
faster than ever before but they could make the skeletons and many different kinds of handles ahead of 
time and store them until an order was received. Then it was a very quick process to assemble whichever 
style of knife and handles the customer ordered. 

I believe this patent and later the new bolster patent were pivotal in Colonial becoming one of the largest 
manufactures of pocket knives in the USA. 

Colonial knives dont have the best of reputations among some the knife world. Especially the shell 
knives. It seems to be a love them or hate them kind of thing. Honestly the handles do have a tendency 
to come loose and rattle around on some models. The shells with one tab on each end seems to be worse 
than the ones with tabs in the middle under the handles in my experience. So there are people who wont 
have anything to do with them and then there are the people like me who love them because they are 
such a neat reminder of the way things used to be. These knives take many of us back to our childhoods. 

I also would like to point out that these shell knives were a cheaper model of knife. Colonial also made 
Ranger, Anvil and Old Cutler which were a much higher class of knife if thats what you wanted to pay 
for. 
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Back then cheap import knives were not around and Colonial provided a much wanted low priced 
knife. Colonial sold so many of these shell knives that Camillus brought out a lower priced line of knives 
just to compete with Colonial. At the time the average Camillus knife sold for $4. Colonials shell knives 
were $1. So Camillus found a way to lower costs by using the same high quality blades and springs they 
normally used but cheaper, more basic handle materiels and cutting out some stuff like shields and 
bails. Camillus called that line Cameo and it sold for $1 just like the Colonial. 

So clearly the main reason Colonial came up with this invention was for easier, faster knife 
manufacturing. They also claimed that the cover would be more securely held in place providing a more 
rigid handle that would not only be more durable in use but would have a more attractive appearance. 
Now that I dont agree with 

Here is how Antonio Paolantonio explained his invention. 
"In the use of pocket knives it has been known to provide a cover for the handle part of the knife by 
wrapping a piece of thin, flexible material such as Celluloid about the shell which is attached to the 
frame plate and securing this flexible material by tucking the edges beneath the shell plate and binding 
the edges in position upon assembly of the shell. In many instances such as due to different climatic 
conditions, the cover would slide or raise at its end, and difficulty was experienced in holding the cover 
in this form in place. 

One of the objects of this invention is to provide a cover which will be more securely held in place and 
one which does not rely upon a gripping relation between the shell and the frame for holding the cover 
in position. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an arrangement for securing a cover to the shell prior to 
the assembly of the shell on the knife frame. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a knife handle of more attractive appearance and more 
rigid and durable in use. 

With these and other objects in view, the invention cons ists of certain novel features of cons truction, as 
will be more fully described and particularly pointed out in the appended claims." 
Below is the actual patent information. 
KNIFE Filed Nov. 25, 1942 INVENTOR-ATTORN EYS Patented Feb. Q, 1943 KNIFE Antonio 
Paclantonio, Providence, R. 1., assignor to Colonial Knife of Rhode Island Company, Inc., a corporation 
Application November 23, 1942, Serial No. 466,574 6 Claims. (Cl. 30-164) This invention relates to a 
knife, more particularly the handle of a pocket knife. 

In the use of pocket knives it has been known to provide a cover for the handle part of the knife by 
wrapping a piece of thin, flexible material such as Celluloid about the shell which is attached to the 
frame plate and securing this flexible material by tucking the edges beneath the shell plate and binding 
the edges in position upon assembly of the shell. In many instances such as due to different climatic 
conditions, the cover would slide or raise at its end, and difliculty was experienced in holding the cover 
in this form in place. 

One of the objects of this invention is to provide a cover which will b e more securely held in place and 
one which does not rely upon a gripping relation between the shell and the frame for h olding the cover 
in position. 
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Another object of this invention is to provide an arrangement for securing a cover to the shell prior to 
the assembly of the shell on the knife frame. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a knife handle of more attractive appearance and more 
rigid and durable in use. 

With these and other objects in view, the invention consists of certain novel features of construction, as 
will be more fully described and particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawing: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a jackknife in which the invention is embodied; 

Fig. 2 is a, view similar to Fig. 1 but showing the frame and blade of the knife alone; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the shell and its bolsters with the cover attached; 

Fig. 4 is a section on line 4 1 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view illustrating the frame and blades of the knife with one shell of the handle 
secured in position and omitting the shell of the handle on the opposite side; 

Fig. 6 is a section on line 66 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is a top plan view of the shell alone, omitting the cover; 

Fig. 8 is a central section of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a top plan view of the flexible cover; 

Fig. 10 is a top plan of the binding member. 

In proceeding with this invention I have used the same thin, flexible, ornamental cover material such as 
thin Celluloid and of a sufficient width to tuck under the shell to a sufficient extent to be secured by an 
independent added binding member which I have provided and which metallic binding member itself 
may be secured by means of prongs to the shell. 

With reference to the drawing, Fig. 2 shows the frame ofthe knife, designated generally 15, with blades 16 
and Il fitting between the frame plates IS which are assembled with a spring bar in a known manner and 
provided with spacers 19. Notches 2B are provided at each end of the frame plate I8 for the assembly of 
the shell therewith. 

The shell is designated generally 2 I and is shown alone in Figs. 7 and 8. It is pressed from sheet stock to 
provide bolsters 22 at either end thereof which are equipped with tabs 23 to fold through the notches 26 
and lodge in the recesses 24 in the plate I 8 (see Fig. 5). These bolsters are connected by a strip of material 
25 which is concave-convex (see Fig. 6) and is provided with prongs 26 cut from the stock thereof and 
located in spaced relation as shown in Figs. 4 and 8. This strip 25 sets below the bolsters so as to provide 
shoulders 21 between this strip and the bolsters as shown in Figs. 7 and 8. 

The cover, designated generally 30, consists of Celluloid or other flexible material, which is folded about 
the convex surface of the member 25 and by sharply folding and fixing by such folding the edges of this 
sheet 34, the edges are located beneath the shell. This ornamental material 38 thus covers the openings 
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formed by cutting and bending down of the prongs 26. The flexible material is held firmly to the shell by 
a binding member 31 (see Fig. 10) having openings 32 through which the prongs 26 extend to be bent 
over the surface of the member 31 and hold it firmly against the under side of the shell to bind the edges 
33 of the cover material against the under side of the shell and between the binding member 31 and the 
shell. 

In this manner the cover may be assembled upon the shell prior to the securing of the shell to the knife 
frame and the cover is firmly held in position on the shell between the bolsters and cannot ride up over 
the bolsters by reason of the shoulders and the secured attachment of the flexible material to its 
reinforcing member. It is unnecessary that the tabs 23 be strong or that the shell be so strong as to act as 
a means for binding a cover member in place. Further the binding member may be made sufiiciently 
heavy to reinforce the shell and make a strong handle. 

I claim: 

1. In a knife having spaced plates providing the frame thereof, a shell secured to said frame, a cover over 
said shell with its edge portions extending over the edges of the shell and beneath the same, said cover 
comprising a sheet of thin, flexible material and a binding member on the under side of the shell and 
secured thereto. 

2. In a, knife having spaced plates providing the frame thereof, a shell secured to said frame and 
provided with bolsters at each end, a cover over said shell between said bolsters with its edge portions 
extending over the edges of the shell and beneath the same, said cover comprising a sheet of thin, 
flexible material and a binding member on the under side of the shell and secured thereto for binding 
the edge portions of the cover in position. 

3. In a knife having spaced plates providing the frame thereof, a shell secured to said frame, a cover over 
said shell with its edge portions extending over the edges of the shell and beneath the same, said cover 
comprising a sheet of thin, flexible material and a, binding member on the under side of the shell and 
prongs on said shell engaging said member for binding the edge portions of said cover in position. 

4. In a, knife having spaced plates providing the frame thereof, a shell secured to said frame and 
provided with bolsters at each end, a cover over said shell between said bolsters with its edge portions 
extending over the edges of the shell and beneath the same, said cover comprising a sheet of thin, 
flexible material and a binding member on the under side of the shell and prongs on said shell engaging 
said member for binding the edge portions of said cover in posi- 5. A scale for a knife comprising a shell 
having the end portions thereof in the form of bolsters, a cover located between said bolsters comprising 
a thin, flexible material extending over the edges of the shell and beneath the same and a binding 
member on the under side of the shell and means to attach the member to the shell to bind the cover 
material in position and tabs at the end portions of said shell for attaching the same to the frame of a 
knife. 

6. A scale for a knife comprising a shell having the end portions thereof in the form of bolsters, a cover 
located between said bolsters comprising a thin, flexible material extending over the edges of the shell 
and beneath the same and a binding member on the under side of the shell and attached thereto to bind 
the cover material in position. 

ANTONIO PAOLANTONIO. 
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Below are a couple of my shell knives I removed the handles from to show the skeletons. 

The tabs that are folded over to hold the handles on can be seen in the picture below. 
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21.The Combined Pocket Knife Fishing Rod Handle 

Now this is an interesting patent. 

Most of Colonials inventions were patented by Antonio Paolantonio, this time it was Alfonso F. 
Paolantonio that received the patent for Colonial. 

Patent #3,312,989 was filed July 6, 1965 and was approved on April 11,1967. The patent was called a 
combined pocket knife fishing rod handle by Colonial. 

This invention was a fishing rod where the bottom of the handle was a pocket knife. You could remove 
the knife and use it like any other knife. Then put it back on the rod. 
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Other than the illustration accompanying the patent no pictures are known to exist. If anyone ever 
comes across one of these, even a picture please let me know. 

The typos and mis spelled words below are exactly as they appear in the real patent paperwork. 

Alfonso F. Paolantonio had this to say about his invention. 

"This invention relates to a combined pocket knife and rod handle, such for instance as for the reception 
of a fishing rod. 

The invention comprises the utilization of the springs of a folding blade pocket knife for providing a 
means for holding a clutch to detachably receive a fishing rod by reason of the provision of means 
extending lengthwise of the spring beyond the knife for this purpose. 

An object of the invention is to provide a simple means of prov iding a clutch for detachably gripping a 
rod so that the handle of the knife may serve the purpose of the handle for the rod as well as the handle 
for the knife. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a combination tool which will be of simple and inexpensive 
construction and yet one "which will have a plurality of functions. 

With these and other objects in view, the invention consists of certain novel features of construction as 
will be more fully described and particularly pointed out in the appended claims." 
Below is the patent paperwork for this invention. 

April 1967 A. F. PAOLANTONIO 3,312,989 

COMBINED POCKET KNIFE AND ROD HANDLE Filed July 6, 1965 ni 6 /9 i 5 5 INVENTOR. 

ALFONSO F. PAOLANTONIO ATTORNEYS United States Patent 3,312,989 COMBINED POCKET 
KNIFE AND ROD HANDLE Alfonso F. Paolantonio, Providence, R.I., assignor to ICiflonial Knife 
Company, Inc., a corporation of Rhodes and Filed July 6, 1965, Ser. No. 469,411 2 Claims. (Cl. 7-11) This 
invention relates to a combined pocket knife and rod ha ndle, such for instance as for the reception of a 
fishing rod. 

The invention comprises the utilization of the springs of a folding blade pocket knife for providing a 
means for holding a clutch to detachably receive a fishing rod by reason of the prov ision of means 
extending lengthwise of the spring beyond the knife for this purpose. 

An object of the invention is to provide a simple m eans of providing a clutch for detachably gripping a 
rod so that the handle of the knife may serve the purpose of the handle for the rod as w ell as the handle 
for the knife. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a combination tool w hich will be of simple and inexpensive 
construction and yet one "which will have a plurality of functions. 

With these and other objects in v iew, the invention cons ists of certain novel features o f cons truction as 
will be m ore fully described and particularly poin ted out in the appended claims. 
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In the accompanying drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pocket knife with a clutch secured to the end thereof and the fragmental 
portion of a rod engaged by the clutch; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the structure of FIG. 1 with the rod omitted; and 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view substantially on line 3-3 of FIG. 2. 

The knife portion of this invention comprises lining plates 10 and 11 with an intermediate plate 12 all 
held in spaced relation by reason of the provision between these plates of springs 14 and 15. A cover 
extends along the outer surface of the lining plates 10 and 11 as at 16 and 17, while there are bolsters 18 
and 19 at one end of both covers. The lining plates, intermediate plate and covers are held together at 
one end of the assembly by a rivet 20 which extends through the portion 21 of the springs to fixedly hold 
the springs at this end and the other parts above mentioned in assembled relation. A second rivet 22 
spaced about midway of the knife also extends through the lining plates, intermediate plate, and 

3,312,939 Patented. Apr. 11, 1967 springs and cover to hold these parts assembled. The springs, however, 
at their opposite end are left free as at 23 in FIG. 3, while a rivet 24 extends through the cover, 
intermediate plates, and knife blades 25 and 26 to pivotally mount these blades, these blades being held 
in closed position as shown, or in open position by reason of the springs extending along surfaces 29 or 
30 thereof. 

Each of the springs 14 and 15 is provided with an arm 27 and 28 which extends lengthwise of the springs 
outwardly beyond the lining plates and cover. Upon these arms there may be assembled a clutch which 
comprises a sleeve 31 of a size to closely fit the arms 27 and 28 and may be fixed thereon by striking the 
sleeve to indent it inwardly as at 32 (see FIG. 3) to clamp it tightly upon the arms. This sleeve has 
integral with it and extending beyond its outer end two jaws 33 and 34 which may be threaded as at 35 
so that, when the nut 36 is screwed I onto this threaded portion, the taper 37 of the nut will engage the 
jaws contract them for gripping a rod such as 38 when positioned into these jaws. 

I claim: 

1. A combined implement of the class described, having a handle comprising spaced plates, spring 
means be tween said plates, pins extending through said plates and spring means fixing one end of the 
spring means with reference to said plates, the other end of the spring means being free and movable 
with reference to said plates, said spring means at its fixed end having arm means of the same piece of 
material projecting in a direction lengthwise of the plates beyond the plates, a sleeve receiving said a rm 
means in one end portion and split to provide a plurality of jaws at the other end thereof and means for 
contracting said jaws. 

2. A combined implement as in claim 1 wherein said jaws have external threads, and said contracting 
means comprises a ferrule threaded onto said jaws for contracting said jaws. 

References Cited by the Examiner UNITED STATES PATENTS 719,2751/1903 Swan 27942 X 1,368,944 2/ 
1921 Kurose 715 1,456,844 5/1923 De Bie 7-112,430,63811/1947 Hoffman 711 X 3,034,798 5/1962 Portz 
279-42 WILLIAM FELDMAN, Primary Examiner. 

G. WEIDENFELD, Assistant Examiner. 
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22.SharP- TM USA Knives Made BY. Colonial 

Colonial made the knives and owned the trademark for Sharp™ USA. These knives were sold at Kmart 
stores across the USA from the late 19701 s through the mid 19901 s. Colonial did not make or own Sharp 
Japan. 

These were stainless steel and marked as such on the package.Some were also marked Stainless on the 
tang. I believe them to be 420 but Colonial never advertised which stainless. Colonial used 420 for most 
of their stainless steel knives reserving their 440 for what they considered their higher end knives. 

The Sharp knives were made on the anvil knives machines. So they were basically an Anvil knife with 
just a couple changes. Colonial would stamp the main blade with the Sharp tang stamp instead of 
Anvil.Then they used the Colonial Stagalon handles instead of the Anvil handles. 

Below are some pictures of Sharp knives. 

Here is a Model 380 which Colonial called the Trapper. This one is still in the original clam pack from 
1992. 
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1 - Sharp knives are made of high carbon stainless steel. It is important to 
always dry and clean blades after use. 
2 - Never use your knife as a chisel. screw driver or crowbar. 
3 - Never sharpen your knife on a motor driven grinding wheel (The heat prodoced 
by such a wheet can affect the temper of the steel. ) 

SHARPENING INSTRUCTIONS 
1 - When sharpening your knife, hold edge at approximately a 20· angle to stone 
{Hokting knife at too shallow an angle against stone produces an edge too ttvn for 
pra~tical use.) 
2 - Use fine honing oil and hig1 grade Arkansas type stone. 
~ - P\~ce bla~e ~t edge of stone at 20· angle to stone and push tt across stone as 
1f cutting a thin shce off the stone. Reverse blade and sharpen other side the same 
way. Never use a coarse stone emery wheel. 

LIFETIME UNCOfOIDNAL ~ y 

1. !' this item fails to give compJete 
satisfaction. please return it to any 
Kmart store and it will be reotaced 
free of charge or yoor money will tie 
refirlded 

https//colonialknives.wo rd press .com/page/3/ 

2 ~ederally required law language :his WaHanty tjves you ~ 'itic ~ 
lll)hts and yoo mtty also IMt v& other 
n~s whil'h ,,a, frl'im $fate tu state. · 
" Warrant> perto,malk.--e ~ assured 
b) K 111 rt t.01pNat1t,11 ~ J0(' w 6,g 
B~n , fkll! i. 'Ti'o Ml 48(\C\4 
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Here are a couple I have. A model 380 and a little moose peanut with a blade marked 260. 
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There is some confusion when it comes to identifying these different models. There is a number stamped 
on the main blades that is the model number. The problem with relying on that number comes from 
something Colonial did in the 90s when things were not going very well for them. 

Colonial would go through the warehouse and find knives to assemble using parts from different 
models or even lines. Many sharp knives used the exact same blades other than the model number 
stamped on the tang. They were just configured differently. So you could take the frame from a 260 or 
280 and use a main blade marked 270 and it would come out the same other than the number. 

So at this point the only model number I know for sure is the 380 because its the only one I have seen in 
origin al packaging. 

Remember what I said about Sharp being made on Anvil machines? 

There must have been quite a bit of Sharp parts sitting around because I even have a knife that is mostly 
Anvil other than a Sharp 380 main blade. 
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Here it is with a Sharp 380 for comparison, 
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I also have an old Colonial model #426 peanut that was made in the early 1960s. It has the solid nickle 
silver bolsters used before Colonial went to the pressed on bolsters. Its shape is the same as Anvil and 
Sharp so I though it would make an interesting picture for this thread as well with how similar it is. 
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MAY 22i 2018 4 COMMENTS 

23.Forest Master Advertising Contract Knives 

These are knives that were contracted from Colonial by other company's to advertise their own 
company's. 
Colonial made a huge amount of advertising knives but these knives are different because they are 
Forest Masters. Most advertising knives were lower priced models. 
I have researched these knives a lot and have only ever seen five Forest Master knives advertising other 
company's. It have been hunting for all 5 of these knives for years and I finally found the last one I 
needed. 
Below are the knives. 
The first is a Solder Seal Forest Master. Solder Seal is an automotive product poured into radiators to 
stop leaks.It says Solder Seal on the shield instead of 
Forest Master but is otherwise exactly the same as any regular forest master including the PROV USA 
tang stamp. 
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Next I have two different Forest Masters contracted by the same company. Lee Olsen Jr's Olsen Knife 
Co. 
The first one is the older of the two knives, It has the older curved can opener used on Forest Masters in 
the 60's and 70's. It says Lee Jr on the shield but 
is otherwise the same as any other Forest Master. 
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The second one says Olsen Ok Brand on the shield instead of Forest Master. This knife also has some 
other differences. Its stainless steel and it also has a different tang stamp. 
The tang stamp says Colonial USA Stainless Rostfrei. For anyone who doesn't know, rostfrei means rust 
free, meaning stainless steel. I am assuming for use in Europe. This is the only Colonial I have ever seen 
marked rustfrei. 
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Next was the hardest to find, Its a rat poison advertisement. Instead of Forest Master the shield says 
"Star" Kills Rats Bever Falls, PA but is otherwise the same as 
a regular Forest Master. 
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The last one is a Palco Forest Master. Its only difference from a regular Forest Master is it says PALCO 
WORC., USA 
Palco is the Pressed Aluminum Co in Worcester Mass. They made outdoor equipment like canteens and 
mess kits. Some of them were official Boy Scout items. 
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FEBRUARY 19, 2017 LEAVE A COMMENT 
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MENU 

Colonial Knives 

JULY 9, 2018 2 COMMENTS 

24. The Rainbow Knife 

Wow! This is an exciting find. 

I have had the advertisement for this knife for years but never expected to find one. 

Its in great condition for a 1930's celluloid handled knife. Not a single crack or chip in it. 

The Rainbow Knife. Mans Reproduction Of Abalone Pearl. 

An all around pocket knife 

Full polished keen steel blades 

Sturdy enough for heavy duty yet an ideal pocket size 

A Thing Of Beauty Is A Joy Forever 
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