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Colonial Knives — A blog dedicated to Colonial Knives

Joumal photos/BOB THAYER

STAYING SHARP: A worker polishes an imported jackknife as part of the finishing process at Colonial Knife in Providence.

Imports hurt, then save knife company

By RUSSELL GARLAND
Journal Staff Writer
PROVIDENCE
he imports started gnawing away at
Colonial Knife Co. in the mid-1980s.

Loyal employees retired and
were not replaced. Lines of knife-
making machines stood silent. The
tool-making department dwindled
from 12 employees to 2.

By the mid-1990s, the third-generation
managers had run out of time. Steve and
Barry Paolantonio knew they had only a few
months to save the family business.

“Made in America” had been the compa-
ny’s proud slogan but it no longer worked.

SMALL
BUSINESS

MAKING IT
WORK

IN THE FOLD: A

popular jackknife,

Rejecting the advice of their accountant, the
Paolantonios gambled.

They decided to import knives from
China.

Afterward, Steve Paolantonio walked
through the factory. He wondered “what
would grandpa think?"

Sometimes it takes a bold move to save a
failing business. Facing a crisis, Steve and his
cousin Barry saw that the old formulas no
longer worked. To survive, Colonial would
have to cut costs while exploiting knife manu-
facturing opportunities that were profitable.

Colonial Knife is an Olneyville institution,
a rambling factory in a warren of industrial

Turn to SMALL, Page E 3

tting its losses

PROFILE

Steve Paolantonio, 37,
president, above, and Barry
Paolantonio, 45, treasurer

¢+ COMPANY:

Colonial Knife Co.

¢+ BACKGROUND:

The Providence knife manufacturer
nearly closed several years ago.

+» ISSUE:

Rescuing a failing business

If you have information about an issue
affecting small business, contact Russ
Garland at 277-7356 or by E-mail at

assembled at Colonial,

rgarland @ projo.com
is ready for packaging.

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/
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8. A great book about the history of Colonail
Knife Co.

[ want to tell you about a great book. It has details and information about the Paolantonio tamily and
the old Colonial Knife factory you wont find anywhere else.

Written by Robert Paolantonio, grandson of Fredrick Paolantonio who was the first Paolantonio to come
to America and started the tamily down the path to Colonial Knife Co. Its called My Family Business.

https://colonialknives. . wordpress.com/page/3/ 102/154
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9.A great website for Colonial knife collectors

There is an amazing website called All About Pocket Knives. It has forums tor discussing all kinds ot
difterent manutacturers pocket knives.

One particularly amazing forum there is the Colonial knife collectors forum.

Pictures ot so many Colonial knives there as well as lots ot nice guys sharing information about these
great old knives.

Robert Paolantonio was a member there posting under the name Bontirebob. During his time there he
posted many pictures and left an amazing amount of information behind about Colonial knives. He
made many friends and made it very clear what a nice, generous guy he was. [ wish [ found AAPK in
time to meet him.

Check out the AAPK Colonial Collectors Forum here.
http://www.allaboutpocketknives.com/knife forum/viewtorum.php?
f=87&sid=e68974369633366f9f317053d46b6db5

(http://iwww .allaboutpocketknives.com/knite forum/viewforum.php?
{=87&5id=e68974369633366{9£317053d46b6db5),
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13. Forest Masters

The Forest Master was a very popular knife, [t was a camp or scout knife style,

During my research | have identified so many different kinds of Forest Masters. So far [have 9 different
Forest Masters in my collection. There are many models [ have only seen in pictures, never one for sale.

There are 10 different black Forest Masters [ have seen so far. The first 2 models were not shell knives.
All models mads after that were, Besides the 10 black Forest Masters there iz an imitation stag, imitation
wood, several different multi colored ones [ purple and black, orange and black, light brown and black,)
white plastic and one of the hardest to find, red plastic,

Below are a couple of very old Forest Master advertizernents, Probably from a magazine or catalogue,

hitps: ool oni alknives nwordpress.comfaaelar 72154
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14. Colonial Knife Pictures

Here are some more of my Colonial knives.

Below is a CKCO marked Colonial Knife.

This is one of Colonials first tang stamps and possibly the most rare.This one was made in the late 1920s.

https:/colonialknives. wordpress.com/page/3/ 61/154
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15. Featuring_other Colonial collections

One of the things that makes collecting knives fun from a company that was once the second largest
manufacturer ot pocket knives in the USA is the amazing variety still out there.

I still find Colonial knives all the time that [ have never seen betore. Also new in the package Colonial
knives are seen quite often. Some collectors even specialize in only collecting new in the package knives.

Then there are the guys like me who will dig a Colonial out of the middle of a ball of rust if we think we
can save it.

[ think it will be interesting to feature other Colonial knife collections on here some times. The variety
will be fun | am sure.

The tirst one is coming soon.















1/7. The Roy Rogers Knife

Colonial made some fun western knivesin the 1950s One of them isthe Foy Rogers knifelts a model
#2326 with 2 blade= A main knife blade and a second blade that iz a bottle opener and screwdriver. There
is a clear front with a picture inside of Koy Kogers on Trigger. It says Roy kogersand Trigger, The back
iz black plastic.

Below is a picture of my Roy Eogers knife,

https:ficolonialkniveswardpress. comipagel 521584
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18.The Tip Knife Patent

The picture below iz a Colonial tip knife from the 1940s,

hitps:focolonialknives wordpress. comipaoel 3 39154
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19. The Bolster Patent

Colonials knife bolster assembly patent is for an interesting way of making knives.

Patent # 5,517,996 was applied for on July 6th 1965 by Antonio Paolantonio. It was approved on May 9th
1967.

It allowed the bolsters to be added to the knife as one of the last steps in making it. The bolsters had a
pin sticking out on the inside and it was pressed into a hole in the frame of the knife securing it.
Colonials reason for this was to make it faster and easier to make knives as well as looking better
because you cant see a pin through the bolster.

Colonial designed a machine that installed 2 bolsters at the same time. An operator would sit at the
machine and put a bolster on each end of the knife then pull a lever and boom, the machine came down
and pressed both bolster in place at once. Flip the knife, add 2 more bolsters and a lever pull, boom.
Bolsters finished and the knife was off for final sharpening and polishing.

Here is how Antonio Paolantonio explains his invention.
“This invention relates to a knife, more particularly a pocket knife, and more especially to the assembly
of a bolster at one end of the knife.

https:#colonialknives. wordpre ss.comfpage/3/ 32154
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May 9, 1967 A. PAOLANTONIO 3,317,996

KNIFE BOLSTER ASSEMBLY

Filed July 6, 1965

F16.5 v INVENTOR.
ANTONIO  PAOLANTONIO
BY

https://co|oniaIknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 36/154
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Below are some pictures of Colonial knives I have with the pressed on bolsters. These knives were never
finished being assembled so you can see very well how they worked. These came from the Colonial
auction in 2002.

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 37/154
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20. The Shell Knife Patent

Patent #2,310,648 was applied for on Nov. 25th 1942 and the patent was approved on February 9th 1943.
Colonial called this patent a Knife Handle Patent.

The resulting knife became known as a shell knife. A shell knife was made by completing the inside of
the knife first and adding the handle as one of the last steps in the process. The inside was called the
skeleton. It was the frame of the knife, fully assembled with blades and springs and it just needed a
handle attached to be finished. The handle had little tabs on it and it could be attached very quickly by
just sticking the handle on and bending the tabs down.

There were many benefits to this way of making knives.

Selling knife skeletons to other company’s who would make their own handles and sell the completed
knives. There was a huge jewelry industry in Providence, Rhode Island and was a big part of the reason
so many knife company’s were in Rhode Island. Selling knife skeletons or very basic completed knives
to jewelers so they could fancy them up with jewels or engraving and re sell them. A pocket watch with
a nice knife at the end of the watch chain was a very popular thing at the time.

It also really sped things up at the Colonial Knife factory. Not only could they make knives so much
faster than ever before but they could make the skeletons and many different kinds of handles ahead of
time and store them until an order was received. Then it was a very quick process to assemble whichever
style of knife and handles the customer ordered.

I believe this patent and later the new bolster patent were pivotal in Colonial becoming one of the largest
manufactures of pocket knives in the USA.

Colonial knives dont have the best of reputations among some the knife world. Especially the shell
knives. It seems to be a love them or hate them kind of thing. Honestly the handles do have a tendency
to come loose and rattle around on some models. The shells with one tab on each end seems to be worse
than the ones with tabs in the middle under the handles in my experience. So there are people who wont
have anything to do with them and then there are the people like me who love them because they are
such a neat reminder of the way things used to be. These knives take many of us back to our childhoods.

I also would like to point out that these shell knives were a cheaper model of knife. Colonial also made
Ranger, Anvil and Old Cutler which were a much higher class of knife if thats what you wanted to pay
for.

https://colonialknives.wordpress.com/page/3/ 25/154
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Feb. 9, 1943.  A. PAOLANTONIO . .2,310.648

KNIFE

Filed Nov. 23, 1942
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21.The Combined Pocket Knife Fishing Rod Handle

Now thisis an interesting patent.

Most of Colonials inventions were patented by Antonio Paclantonio, this time it was Alfonso F.
Paolantonio that received the patent for Colonial.

Patent #3,312,989 was filed July 6, 1965 and was approved on April 11,1967. The patent was called a
combined pocket knife fishing rod handle by Colonial.

This invention was a fishing rod where the bottom of the handle was a pocket knife. You could remove
the knife and use it like any other knife. Then put it back on the rod.

https:/Acolonialknives wordpress.com/paged3s 20154
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April 11, 1967 A. F. PAOLANTONIO 3,312,989
COMBINED POCKET KNIFE AND ROD HANDLE
Filed July 6, 1965

INVENTOR.

ALFONSO F. PAOLANTONIO
BY
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