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History and Hardware—A Story of the Norvell-
Shapleigh Hardware Co., St. Louis

By Elbert Hubbard

Pioneer people are builders. And builders are
consumers of hardware. The axe, the shovel and the
pick are requisites to the men on the border line of
civilization. Before harness and saddlery, comes the
kmife, then the gun, then the axe, then the plow.

THE REAL PIONEERS

Doorhells, foot-scrapers, silver trays, watch-
charms, chafing-dishes are a later refinement. But
hammers, nails, hinges, locks, hawsers. pitchforks,
plows, planes, nippers, fencing, are demanded by the
settler.

So, when a new town starts in the West always
and forever the hardware man is the first one on the

job. He precedes the saloon, the gambling-joint, and
their neutralizing competitor, the church.

Usually, at first, the hardware merchant and the
grocer are incorporated in one individual. But they
soon separate by the law of fission, each one doing
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the thing he can do the best.

And the druggist comes along as a later refine-
ment.

All of which accounts for the fact that there are
sure-enongh, genuine retail hardware stores in the
West. The great jobbing houses are in the West.
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Main Bullding, Third, Fourth, Washington and Lucas Aves.
























